
MAG Annual Assembly 
Saturday, August 15, 2020

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM


Online: Zoom Webinar  

Minutes (Draft)


1. Call to Order: 10:08 AM – Jason Haid


2. Welcome / Introductions: Nick Bejenaru (Judging Chair), Franc Szabo (National Coaching Chair), 
Alfredo Solis (Provincial Coaching Chair), Warren Bisbee (Member-at-large #1), Dmitri Lely 
(Member-at-large #2), Dave Sandford (Gymnastics Ontario CEO), Jorge Solorzano-Filho (Men’s 
Program Manager) and Jason Haid (MTC Chairperson). Absent: Dan Jolly.


3. Adoption of agenda: Adopted: motion by Frank Szabo, second by Nick Bejenaru


4. Approval of minutes from April 6, 2019 Assembly: Approved: motion by Warren Bisbee and 
second by Nick Bejenaru


5. Verification of election and voting procedures: Ballots sent via email to the attendees. Judges will 
receive a ballot to cast the vote for the Judging Chair position, club representatives will receive a 
different ballot to cast the vote for the MTC Chairperson, Provincial Coaching Chair, Inter-club 
coaching chair and Member-at-large #2.


6. Elections


6.1.MTC Chairperson (Two-year term - until 2022)


6.1.1.Nomination for: 


6.1.2.Jason Haid (Nominators: W. Bisbee and A. Solis) - Acclaimed


6.1.3.______________


6.2.Judging Chair (Elected by Judges - One-year term - until 2021)


6.2.1.Nomination for:


6.2.1.1.Nick Bejenaru (Nominators: J. Burns and G. Judge) - Acclaimed


6.2.1.2.______________


6.3.Provincial Coaching Chair (Two-year term - until 2022)


6.3.1.Nomination for:


6.3.1.1.Dmitri Lely (Nominators: J. Haid and W. Bisbee) - Acclaimed




6.3.1.2.______________


6.4.Inter-club Coaching Chair (Two-year term - until 2022)


6.4.1.Nomination for:


6.4.1.1.Brandes Struger-Kalkman (Nominators: W. Bisbee and N. Bejenaru) - Acclaimed


6.4.1.2.______________


6.5.Member at Large #2 (Two-year term - until 2022)


6.5.1.Nomination for:


6.5.1.1.Alfredo Solis (Nominators: N. Bejenaru and J. Haid)


6.5.1.2.Mike Grinter (Nominators K. MacLean and F. Szabo) - Elected by 78.9% of votes 
1

6.5.1.3.______________


7. Men’s Program Report


7.1.Verbal Reports:


7.1.1.MTC Chairperson, Jaison Haid:  
Acknowledge that the season is not how we would prefer and is glad that Gymnastics 
Ontario stepped up and provided the leadership they have. He knows that the MAG 
program landscape has changed in Ontario, but he is confident that our committee can 
maintain our leadership and we will try to grow the sport if we can, and if we have to, we 
will rebuild. 
Provided information about the MTC:  
Provides technical direction and leadership for Men’s Gymnastics in Ontario,  
Is a volunteer committee 
Relies on Gymnastics Ontario to provide necessary information and advocate for our sport 
during this time 
With the Olympic games postpone to 2021, our goas to this season has being postponed, 
as well. 
Welcome the new Program Manager’s communication and data driven approach to the 
MAG program, as well as its new provincial and inter-club rules layout. 
Inform that there are no changes in the rules for the next season 
Moving into next season the committee will focus on five areas: (1) allocate our resources 
to new MAG program creation, (2) continue to use our rules as progressive and inclusive 
as they are to support retention, (3) want to engage the community coaches in schedule 
regional training camps, and (5) enlist our local experts to bring the training camps to the 

 The total number of votes casted was 19 votes: A. Solis received 4 votes and M. Grinter 15 votes 1



next level by  using our local experts for talent ID, coach education, and long term 
development. 
Last year we welcome 7 new National Level judges but this year we saw a drop in the 
number of provincial level judges. 
Jason believe that the true measure of success in our sport is retention and education. 
Jason core believe is to provide the coaches the tools they need to be successful, focus 
on building a stronger community.


7.1.2.Judging Chair – Nick Bejenaru: 
Provided clarification on Jason’s comment on Judges numbers (above), which was mostly 
a consequence of (1) the late availability of the GCG online judges courses (i.e. Level 1 
and Level 2 judges course), it also (2) had an attendance below expected, (3) had 
questions that were  confusing for new judges that didn’t get much help from GCG, they 
ended up having  a lower score and to be able to do the questions again a payment is 
required. Nick would like to go back to what was done in previous years and bring the 
beginners judge course. 
Addressing the COVID-19, Nick is sorry for not having finished the season and informed 
that for the next season, changes are to be implemented to follow reopening protocols on 
the size of gathering and other restrictions. He try to help everybody to sty in the program 
as much as possible.


7.1.3.National Coaching Chair – Franc Szabo: 
Because the season being cut very short, there is not much to report other than one 
challenge cup, a word cup and the word championship. In the Challenge cup (Koper, 
Slovenia) Chris Kaji competed, made final and got 7th on rings. In the World Championship 
(Stuttgart, Germany) Justin Karstad, that was our alternate, and Sam Zakutney, that was at 
NCAA, competed. In the Word Cup Ryan Oehrlein and Justin Kartad competed however 
did not achieve any significant results.  
After that there were no other international or national events we participated. Also, 
unfortunately all camps planed were canceled due to the COVID-19. Hopefully, all will be 
back next year.


7.1.4.Provincial Coaching Chair – Alfredo Solis: 
Due to the pandemic, we could not finish the season, we have only the Ontario cups. All 
the camps were cancelled, neither there were Level 1 and 2 camps.


7.1.5.Inter-club Coaching Chair – Dan Jolly: 
No report presented.


7.1.6.Member-at-large #1 – Warren Bisbee: 
Not much to report as a Member-at-large than everyone had already said, other than 



stress the work that is done by the members of the MTC and the PM to keep the program 
running.


7.1.7.  Member-at-large #2 – Dmitri Lely: 
As the last member of MTC to give the report, there was not much to add agrees with 
Warren Bisbee. Also remembered that the season was cut short due to the pandemic and 
is hoping to get more camps up and running for the upcoming season as much as 
possible.


7.1.8.Program Manager – Jorge Solorzano-Filho: 
Presented an overview of the report that also available at the Gymnastics Ontario website. 
Starting with the summarizing the 2019-20 session by numbers, it was stressed out that 
the number of MAG athletes had increased from the 2018-19, although the number of 
Inter-club and National stream athletes remained similar, the provincial level stream show 
an significant increase, noticeable in the levels 1, 3 and 4. Another shift observed was the 
increase of the Junior National level athletes, which was an objective that GCG had in 
proposed in the previous years and the strategies implemented may had resulted on the 
higher number of junior athletes observed in 2019-20. 
Judging numbers had reduced as reported by Nick Bejenaru (see item 7.1.2) 
Coaches numbers remain similar to the previous session. 
The number of clubs with a competitive MAG program remains the same, except for clubs 
that offer only inert-club level. Possible the did not capture all clubs in this category as it is 
based on athletes registration that at times are delayed until a date close to the 
invitational. Therefore with the interruption of the season due to the COVID-19, and the 
cancelation of half of the invitationals, t is possible that the registration does not captured 
all clubs with an active Inter-club program in the province. Remarkable, c. 1/3 of all 
Ontario’s MAG athletes are in the inter-club level and c. 1/3 of clubs with a competitive 
MAG program only offer Inter-club levels, showing the importance of this competitive 
stream in Ontario. 
Data from our former scoring system from 2012 to 2020 for the Provincial and National 
Stream, was use to map the progression of Ontario Athletes within these streams. 
Although, the majority of athletes follow a common pathway at the lower levels, it was 
found that there are may options that coaches had chosen, specially on the higher levels. 
Therefore, the pattern that had emerged resembles a network rather than defined 
pathway. To illustrate that, a cohort of Provincial Level 1 athletes that started to compete 
in 2013 were individually tracked until 2020 resulting in a diagram show in the PM Report 
(available in the Gymnastics Ontario website). 
The data show what had happened, however cannot show the causes that lead to the 
patter observed, which requires a different approach and research to identify the causes 



that lead to each different path/result. 
Another fact observed in the Provincial Stream was that the percentage of athletes 
withdrawn  the sport is between c. 22% t c. 27% in all provincial levels, which is a reason 
of concern and goes against the stablished notion that the withdrawn rates are higher in 
the lower levels.. 
Because not all Inter-club invitational used the same scoring system between 2012 and 
2020, and that there are inconsistencies in the inter-club data, similar analysis for the inter-
club stream would be unreliable. Mining data from individual meets are required. However, 
an educate assumption based on anecdotal data (i.e. personal reports and casual 
observations) is that Athletes move between the Inter-cub, and Provincial levels back and 
forward to accommodate their developmental needs without refraining the athletes to 
compete. 
 This analysis provide the first glimpse of how the Ontario MAG program and the GCG 
programs affect the development of our athletes and can be used as a starting point to 
implement changes to make improvements on the rules and on the retention of athletes in 
the program. 
A booklet with data extracted from the PM report is available for clubs and coaches to 
help showcase the MAG program to parents and athletes. 
  

8. 2020-2021 Season & Updates 


8.1.Technical Rules and Regulations – All remain in its Status quo for the 2020-21 season, GCG 
will not make changes in the MAG rules and the FIG Code of Points is valid through 
December 2021.


8.2.Training Camps - 


8.3.Competitions – No competition s before January 2021 in Ontario, and both GCG and GO 
calendar are still not defined.  
For the Ontario Sanctioned meets cancelled due to COVID-19, their hosts were given the first 
right of refusal for the same date in 2021. 
Gymnastics Ontario is working on the Competition Protocols that should be available earlier in 
the 2020-21 season.


9. New business:


9.1.Modification to the award Ceremony – Suggested by Barb from Richmond Hill brought up by 
the MTC 
K. MacLeen – It is simple solution and a genius idea, to keep everyone interested and not 
zoned out. 



A. Moussa – Supports the idea. 
L. Gataveckas – It work well to keep the young athletes focus, and attentive to the ceremony 
and bring order to it.  
C. Bushner - Asked if it is an issue on Provincial or Inter-club. MTC answer it is all over the 
places, most notable among young athletes. 
M. Grinter – One of the biggest culprits is the older boys in the Opens and Seniors not taking 
is serious, showing in jeans and pants and they were supposed to be the role models and we 
should ask the older boys to step their game a little bit.


9.2.Discussion about changes the terms length of the MTC positions – MTC 
J. Haid – Needless to say this have to come from the community and has to be decided by 
the community. 
A. Medvedves – Some of them can go to Olympic cycle, others not. Positions such as the 
Member-at-large, should remain with 2-years, and the more important one can switch to a 4-
years terms. L. Gataveckas and B. Struger-Kalkman agrees with Alex. 
C. Bushner – Asked if that would restrict people to apply for this position as a 4-year term 
would be a long commitment for some people. C. Bushner also agrees with A. Medvedves 
D. Sandford – Replying to at comment from J. Haid clarified that if the MAG Assembly  
approves it is good to go and it does not need to go to the GO AGM.  
A. Moussa - Propose to make all the team for 3 or 4 years, to afford enough time to bring a 
realistic vision and have enough time to apply it. 
Proposal sent to a vote with the following: The MTC Chairman, National Coaching Chair and 
Judging Chair would have a 4-year term and the Provincial Coaching Chair, Inter-club 
Coaching Chair, and both Member-at-large #1 and #2 would have a 2-year position. – 
Accepted by unanimity.


9.3.Can we see if the community is still interesting in having more bonuses in the compulsory 
routines? – proposed by Brandes Struger-Kalkman: in order to promote more growth in our 
compulsory levels, it is wise to include more bonuses and/or increase the values of the bonus. 
We should embrace to add more bonus options to give chances for the kids to learn mores 
skills and develop more over the course of the year instead of being stuck in the same 
compulsory routine.  
J. Haid – the questions will remain to the next Olympic cycle as there will be no changes in 
the coming up year. 
L. Gataveckas – Agrees with Brandes, and add that to master the levels 1 and 2 there is a lot 
of repetitions and the extra bonus and variety of skills will help with the retention as it will 
provide a sense of progression and  will be beneficial. 
W. Bisbee – Also agrees with Brandes, and stressed that the tricky part is to implement with 
balance in such way that  the compulsory routines fit the objective to streamline and direct the 



development of the athletes at early stages of development.  
M. Grinter – An option to address it would be to look in the next level and implement the 
mandatory skills in the lower level. For example on rings, the muscle-up, a compulsory skill on 
level 2 could be implemented as a bonus on level 1 (t replace the chin-up). 


10. Recommendation:


10.1.“Revise Level 3 Pommel horse with one of the following options: (1) a 0.5 neutral deduction 
is applied to athletes who perform their routine on the mushroom; (2) a 1.0 neutral deduction is 
applied to athletes who perform their routine on the mushroom; (3) Bonus for performing skills 
of ‘B’ value or higher does not apply to athletes performing their routines on the 
Mushroom” (Recommended by TGI and Pulsars) 
L. Gataveckas – There were not a lot of incentive to push athletes that could do proper routine 
on the pommel horse to do it as one of the few incentives to do are the travel skills. However, 
new athletes on level 3, are likely to have more on the pommel horse, therefore the conflict 
between the developmental aspect of competing on pommel horse versus a scoring aspect of 
competing on the mushroom, as coaches want to see the athletes to be successful. The idea 
is not to rush athletes that are not ready to compete on pommel horse, but to balance the 
scores, and it was pointed out that the option 3 is possible the best solution to find the 
balance to promote the pommel horse without rushing the athletes to move away from the 
mushroom. 
F. Szabo – It is not a good idea to push guys that is not at a level of execution to compete at 
the pommel horse, just because they will be penalize for competing on mushroom. The 
mushroom is a developmental tool for gymnastics, a large neutral deduction of 0.5 or 1.0 will 
shift the focus from the mushroom into the pommel horse, therefore eliminating their time to 
excel in a developmental apparatus. Even if it takes a bit longer, it helps in the future. Of the 
tree points the third is the one that makes more sense, and it keep some balance in the 
scores between athletes competing between in the different apparatus. 
A. Medvedves – As coach if your level 1 or 2 are good on mushroom, you can introduce them 
to work on the pommel horse earlier that will allow time for promote development and the 
practice more interesting on the pommel horse. 
W. Bisbee – It is not much to looking in changes to rules on P3, but to proactively put a 
change in how collective we coach pommels and encourage coaches to start to encourage 
start on the pommels earlier. – A. Medevdves, replied he will give emphasis on the coaching 
part but also agreed that the bonus does makes sense. 
D. Lely – A lot of this topics need to be re-examined when GCG send out their rules as the 
MTC is working to see if worth to accept the Canadian rules or is Ontario should keep with its 
own distinctive program.




10.2.“Compulsory routines changes at the competition (Floor / P. Bar / Pommel / 
Rings)” (Recommended by Tumblers) 
A. Moussa – Propose adding a routine on mushroom with a handle (pommel) on provincial 
level 3 and a singe pommel on the horse on provincial level 4. Also allowing different 
variations in compulsory routines – we have allowed different transitions on compulsory 
routines, should we keep this or make a decision to strict them to a compulsory transitions 
(i.e. requiring a specific type of transition)? 
J. Haid – PH - We are not making any changes on Provincial level 4 as this level follow the 
GCG rules. That will put in the discussions for the rules o the next season 2021-22. 
F. Szabo – PH - That would be a two different apparatus (mushroom with and without handle) 
or a single apparatus? COMPULSORY ROUTINES – From a judging and a compulsory routine 
perspective the more consistence a routine performance is, the better. Whatever the transition 
we find the most beneficial and developmental for an athlete at a specific level and age, it 
should be expected that every participant performs the same way. The idea of having the 
compulsory routine is to provide a strict developmental direction for that age group and 
gymnasts thank giving them the option to make routines that suits their personal preferences 
or abilities. They have to time to do that as soon as they are on level 3. 
A. Solis – Transitions are connections between a technical skill and another, and an 
opportunity for athletes to showcase artistry and virtuosity on their routines. As long as the 
structure of the compulsory elements are not modified. 
A. Medvedves – Clarifies that performing a skill instead of a transition adds a skill element on 
the compulsory routine as it is deductible. It is already on the rules.  
W. Bisbee – Suggested that the transitions is a place that the extra bonus proposed by B. 
Struger-Kalkman as they have no values in the current rules. 
D. Lely – Pointed out that this is only observed on floor, as no other apparatus have transitions 
that are not specifically defined. Only on floor the prone fall which have a value is left to the 
coaches interpretation and that should be specific. For the transitions that have no values 
they should be left to the coaches interpretation. 
N. Bejenaru – Agrees with D. Lely and A. Medvedves 
C. Foo – Agrees with F. Szabo. 
B. Struger-Kalkman – Would like to see more variation o the compulsory routines.


11. Date of next meeting: Tentative date at Provincial Championships 2021


12. Adjournment: 12:21 PM Jason Haid & Jorge Solorzano-Filho


